DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

UNITEO STATES ARMY INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY COMMAND 
I FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY OFFICE 

FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, MARYLAND 207SS-SS9S 

February 18, 1988 

REPLY TO 

ATTENTION OF: 1/ 


FOI/Privacy Office 


tt a 


Hr. Ernie Lazar 

495 Ellis Street, #1753 

San Francisco, CA 94102-1996 



^ ,— \zJjzA cK 


Dear Mr. Lazar: 

This is in response to your February 28, 1984 letter, to the 
Federal Bureau-of Investigation (FBI) requesting records concerning 
the (John Birch Society, und&r the provisions of the Freedom of 
InforfaaTio'n Act, Title 5 US Code 552. The FBI, on February 1, 1988, 
forwarded your letter with a copy of one Army-originated record, 
retrieved from their files, for a decision as to the releasability of 
the information to you. This correspondence was received in this 
office on February 3, 1988. 

We have reviewed the information in the Army record and have 
determined it no longer warrants classification and is partially 
releasable to you. A copy is enclosed for your use. Professional 
review and duplication fees of $14.00 are waived. Information has 
been deleted from this record to protect the privacy rights of indivi¬ 
duals. Its release to you would result in an unwarranted invasion of 
the privacy of the individuals concerned. This information is exempt 
from the public disclosure provisions of the Freedom of Information 
Act pursuant to Title 5 US Code 552 (b)(6) and Title 5 US Code 552 
(b)(7)(C). To assist you in identifying the deleted portions, 
corresponding notations have been inserted. 


In addition, since the release of other information in this record 
would reveal the identity of confidential sources, it is exempt from 
public disclosure pursuant to Title 5 US Code 552 (b)(7)(D) of the 
Freedom of Information Act, and has been deleted. Corresponding nota¬ 
tions have been inserted. 


The withholding of the information described above is a partial 
denial of your request. This denial is made on behalf of the 
Commanding General, US Army Intelligence and Security Command, who is 
the Initial Denial Authority for Army intelligence investigative and 
security records under the Freedom of Information Act. You may appeal 
this decision to the Secretary of the Army. If you wish to file an 
appeal, you should forward it so that it reaches this office for 
necessary processing no later than 45 days from the date of this 
letter (excepting Saturdays, Sundays, and legal public holidays). The 
mailing address is: 
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HEADQUARTERS 
TTMENT OF THE 


.IPARTMENT OF THE f 

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFI 
WASHINGTON tS. D.C. 


5?, -' /*' 

STAFF FOR INTELjjfS^NCE **V A 

I U ' 


ACSI-SIB 


12 MAY 1961 


MEMORANDUM FOB: J. EDGAB BOOVEB 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 



SUBJECT: 



(bH7)W 





REC- 92 ^ 

1. Befereace recent conversation between Mr. Putnam, your Bureau, 
and Major Nix. this office. 

2. Attacked are Agent Beports, dated 16 December 1959, reflecting 
results of ^tervlew of SUBJECT concerning Bobert Welch, Incorporated, 
and the JohdrBlrch Societ y: Agent Report, dated 16 December 1959, re¬ 
flecting the results of a citizenship check, and Agent Beport, dated 22 
December 1959, covering local agency cheeks. 

3. No farther action is contemplated by this office. 


fOR THE ASSISTANT CHIEF Of STAFF FOR INTH1IGENCE 


3 Incl 







THOMAS D. FOX 
Lt Col, Al(Jnf) 

CLA’JI'I d. barton 
Colonel,_GS 

Chief, Security Division 
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Jtr. Robert tel eh, oho 
itirKn aotia.’' andor UM 

MyhXch u u* •. 

!«*• 4«llv«r^, gratia 


ed to doroto sort Um 
tho Society, ditch la 


irotoet U« Vail 


inUot to i 


ImiiMotiaf vu * Md for Behberefcty Into tho dote fir eh 

. . - 1> . Li _*■ i i'l to"’ fc. _ . . _ * * . ■ 


and those present werefiTon Berbe r ah I f bleak* to couplet# and 
if lntor*oto4* IJo apberthlp galood ftoi Mi BQfttnf U vkaon 


CKlftUO «» CLlffXTO. 109th CIC 

































AGENT REPORT 

iM*#» m «w 


ROBERT WELCH, IWOORKKAltt 
Reliont TP, w «<s*cha*ett» 


16 Deemfcer 1959 


60373a 


> n* WkV«A 


to Soiree, All Ale* oo seeming membership, Alienees, correspondanca, and 
research material pertaining to the Society 1* maintained In U* Society 
of flpo at j£5 Concord AvepneV Belmont* Vmployeee of the of Am, m of 90 
September l?59j. were• W»S52 M|P4P)P}|C) 


percuss lee speaker* Adamses it presently c«ployed by the Hon Ingland Mutual 
Insurance Company, Bottom, on Assistant Medical Director• Bo le oloo In 
charge of the Balmont Chapter of tha Society* Adas son bold a a cornelscion 
In tbe 9* S* Navy cr*d attend* reserve meetings regularly. 


•aployed u • 


p. vlfe of Dr* Balkan!el B* Adamson, 
ocelatant. - • T 1.. 


r-oyl § 9piy>^ >ddre*> unknown, Wte pick a public at lone for 
fijKiinrwi Poet Of Aoe* Bo lo not « nanber of the 


delivery and carrQ*<ru. _ ve tbe Poet Of Aoe* Re lo not a nanber of the 
Society end receives o salary of t7$ per neck* • 

DaidaJSewufpbonetie) re aiding at an tmknma addreo* in 
Boston, 29 years cr age, aad o graduate of an onknown desalt oollege In the 
vlelnity of Boston, where ho majored In Economise* Ho he* many acquaintances 
In Catholic rellgloue circle* In Boston and vicinity and Is active In Society 
work among these groups* Re receive* 175 per week salary* 


lam Id (Ina) address unknown. Who returned Aon Germany j‘-st 
prior to hie employment In September 1959* He allege* to have been m ployed 
by an hnvcs?mant Arm In Gatnlach, Oapiany* Ho la being groomed for a rea^n- 
elble position within the Society* He was a member of tho 9* S* Army Air 
Force during World War 1Z, hat hie present military activity, if any, le unknown 


■ local high school 

girl, who Ay?ee Sfe^rVepondenoe for tbe SocTe^^ao^ootHmd her position 
through her father, who bec a me acquainted with Welch when Welch delivered a 

lecture at an unknown Protestant church In Belmont- ^ 

5USC552 Q>) (6) A W (7) (C) 

(^a a d ra chief secretary, 

who haadlee A n tnce *7* to InclSepaymTTsan^^mb^^^^vw^mor^coa^n^r 
the Scciatv than any person other than Welch* 


l *rn‘ ww ■( >: > vu‘> . tr iwul abil 


r' : v*’js ¥. ci.r*uv?th cic Gi 
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ROUEST VEX*. UfltRPOlUTlD 

Beleont t®» K****cbo*#tt» 


* * * 
. '*■ 


\r.'- T 


4 ssin 


l n«iSin« 


Dtcwbtf 19S9 


60)718 


*» 


■ - .• . ' 

it UknOVtt, At fC«J)Ud U« petition now 
rnltu«, by Welsh, it August 1959, forni»ou 


held ty Or, Ad*#*on7~3Stf] 
ii'iknoim to 8our*o* - Cart* Ml I0M«M with *n Organisation iillai tU Liberty 
Lobby, ant Smrci n^lti t«Ktb| tiUrlil WlttM V 83a and pAUihad in tfc* 
ttu of tlM Liberty lolfegr, 8u RnmIko, California, Aloft was ozlmlj 
Vitriol it la it* •rlUolM of htildont tloutwwr .for hi* allagad yo -l tfr o 
,a«d pro-Saodtiw*!.- . ’-**-A-v- . . V.;,:; 

X', : * - : r 

'*? '.S 1b* Join* Birth Society nu &M*d la honor of John Stroll, anMerlean 

Vaptlah eiaalonary, who wot killed, according %o Vilofc, tqr the Chin*** 
‘Cowmlito, oa 7$ luful 1915* A book, entitled, *m# Lift of John Birch", 
written hr Welch, *»o published la 135* ty th* Henry ternary Company, 


It* «lt lot to iU of tit Society It to 


* third 



political port/ 

la th* Vultod State* tad, tmtoiUy, ml* of th* country. Thl# to io bo 
accomplished by uniting all *»tl-Co*wanl#t ©f goal tail oat and Individual* 
wider th* leadership of tho John Birch Socltly, 'Soure# could'not olio *p*clfice 

t* eooctr&a th* pro grot of evolution into t political fore*. 

> .* . 

the Society la presently argsnlsod la‘-o 
>, »dtb a total uaaharahlp of 1200 persona, 
tho aodatenc# of ahaptan la Baleoot and Bee too, 
chapter* la Chicago, Illlnolaj lev fork City, 
ad Florida, 

♦ * * / ’ * 

Bach chapter it required to hart a vuUy hoot log, which la hold la 
th* how af tho thaptar laadtr, Za Stlocmt, tho aaatiag la m Thursday, la 
tho boat of Dr, Adoton, TtUcuatloa la tupooood to oantar around th* Weekly 
Bulletia, which la written and edited by Watch, personally, and nailed to 
each ahaptor, A taped reproduction of tho apooch aad* by Welch, at th* orgar.- 
Italian noatlag la January 1359, la aa hand la aaeh chapter. This tap*, ilx 
boar* la langtb, la used whenever th* chaptar receive* a requeat for a speaker. 
Pomal procodura la to dlwld* tho apo*«h into thro* session* of two hour* aach. 
Th* taped ape*ch 1* tMd because Welch dots not daalxo individual Society 
a eab a r a to wake speeches) they only oak* tetra d** I say rasait* aad aaawar 
question* after th* tap* has baaa heard. Society aadber* are to bo alert to 
opportunities to prasent th* taped lecturer, through normal social, ahurct, 
and buslnaaa contact*. Welch rtrasoat contact with Cstholl* arganlaetlona 
booms*, *1 though a Protestant hleself, ho faala that the Catholic church 
1* nor* militant la It* stand against CosKunlan* The AAclaien to present 
th* taped speech 1* wad* only by th* chapter leader, who per corally makes 0.3 
presentation* A party of interested per*no* Is aaaslty held at th* hoe* of 
oca of th# contacts and, after a brief dlacusaloa, th* taped speech Is pro* 
eluted. Ds^ld Bean, of the Boston chapter, la particularly active la 

(C«Mf 
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WrERf WE?£H, WCOftPOPAT® 

Feleont W, )Uiue)>uiati| 



I 


cr, enittng these reelings* RaqMtM to the Initial twc-bcur Ntfloe determines 
whether Meetings jrlli be bald to present tta two regaining two-wen* iMilcoe. 

Ho noted or other method of reproduction ar« portltUd at tbooo eeetlngs. 

Scrarc* 1» ant ward of any presentation? being made to Mentor* of tto Military, 
either Uidlvldually oir tn groups j hovevar 
apeV# At the Harvard Club. Bow tort City 




least one previous speaking appearance at tha harvard 
details unknown. 


ub in B«w Tort City 


9C«i» who ar.ov Intorost In taking active participation In anti- 
Cocnanlat activity, aftar attending a taped session. nr 


to Join tha Soclet 


twiwmMj 




row Renter is given a Membership card and 
p. Menbere pay $2 par nonth dues; however, these 
who can afford to, pay nor*. Bach chapter leader la required to aubdt a 
monthly report to Society Headquarters, covering netting a, Membership, and 
activities. Thera reports are ill Maintained by Dr. Adamson, who acta aa 
coordinator, and reports all pertinent In for*-* t Ion to Welch. 

Welch has prepared a no-called "Blue Book" which is an outline of 
bin taped speech, but Oiich to ouch eors node rate in lte approach, to the 
extent of the Coenr.nlst penetration of the United Statea.Goverrornt, since It • 
la Intended fer sals te |ha general pobllc. Aa of Septenber 1959# Uda bock 
had not been printed. 

■ - ■■ * - 

At the tlae of the vlalt to the.United States by Soviet Prowler 
thruahebarv, instructions as to bow Society nan bars should sot, specifies 
unknown, were sent eut by welch, together with black era bands, tftlch vere 

where for the duration of Diruefcchev** visit. 

ae te the possibility of shooting Khrushchev, but 
a ooavers sets were actually eerloua In their Intent. 

BU»BBCtbU7)l») 

^ It la planned that * aovlng picture of Welch, presenting hie speech, 
will be node and utilised in lie* of the taped version. Welch has stated that 
120,000 has been pledged fer this purpose. Future plans also call for the 
•sUbllshaent of reading roans containing ar.U-Cowsnlet literature to be ove 
to the general public. All chapters have been required tovubelt names of 
potential recipients of witten Material fro* the Society.’ CU9C 552 (b) ( 7 ) {D} 


Other than activities outlined above 


r or ; t: iM , 


?: V-V5 t'. CUh?,r, 106 tn CIC Group 
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ROBERT W?LCH, INCORPORATED 
Belaoct T8, Naesachuaette 


l freTt bhUH 

16 December 1959 

rv vir*.«□" 

*>373* 


n« ration vim 


i» Hl*a Loijttt. _r «alding Is Cawbrldga, Massachusetts, who 
etairy and naa Peer. with him for 20 year*, fonwrlj a* hla 


1* Welch** e'ecre 
secretary at ih* Janas 0. Welch Candy Coroany, Cmbridge. 


Nr*, (fan) W*lch, wlfa of Robert Welch, who does clerical work 
afternoon*. WMB2«|h*t*0lB 

503C 50£ (b) ^ Rostr-arie local high school 

^^^^reo gained M^loyK-ent, 
answering a newspaper advertisement tv elcried help tdilch 
Welch. 


*3. 


«““*-* ' IW9J 


arat 


Other par non* know to ba acaodated with ROBERT WELCH, IKORKjlur&: 


frw hari. grfpelrbf * fonaar haws oonr.eotator an a radio station 
1 oca tad In the Spring n elc-holyoke area of Massachusetts. tregeloh recalves 
a salary, halloaed to be tpprcxlsatcly $20,000 per year, fro* Welch, la 
addition to Welch sponsoring It regal ah's news progra*. Thesa news ooescer.tarlee 
were dictated by written instructions fro* Welch. The feet that Which oaa 
hie sponsor was act aired by Kregeloh. Krtgaloh elao writes articles for 
Welch's publication jerrican Opinion . 

yijllaa B. 5c>la»n, formerly oaployad by Tie* and life aagasir.fs 
la on Wei cl i 'a psyTilV-i* 1 * rT^i^wr'contrlbutor of uterlal for American Opini on. 
Sckl**n, a former Cowunlat, fled Csochoelovakla ehen the Oernan arwy occupi eo ~ 
that country. ScMawn sperxJe wuch of hia tie* in Europe and hla article• wti?.\ 
appear is A^erlcax. Opinion ara entitled, "European Surrey". 

-t 

e 

An ur.fcnovn retired n. S. Ansy general, who acts a* a lobby at 
Congress, r*pr#:«n'ir.g V*Vh'a rieva. This g# r eral resides In Waahlngton arw: 
is on Welch*a payroll. 

Welch al'C contributed tout;''* dafr^yiu* expenses incurred by 
■ tionaHy-fciK w. n^t'' cot- rtator Fulton Lewie, Jr* (Contiie-ed '* 

^ if-t %* ;*T^ah on vt:oi * ctwr 
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AGENT REPORT 


fo-sst wick, incorporated 

Belacr*. 7B, Ksssiehuastta -jft 


mi# 


~ ■ ' Ke aontMy* xagaalne American Opinion, published by ROBERT IdLLCK, 

1 LUCRROS A TtD, prints eight thousand coplts acnthlj, approxi«iatelj h a lf of w v ' 
art oaid for by subscription* Tho rorniudfr c« ullad to parsons who r-*y be 
interested* A stall number aro dlartrlb-jta-! by favld Sean to various drag 
Stores and oU.tr storss tf.irt nagstlnee arc «oU for general Oslo to tba 
public* isruca aro nailed to proepectiv« customers whoso names arc obtained 
through th« ,V.n Birch Society, othor Welch sympathisers, and ascn tug a of 
nailing lists with ©tier ar.ti-Conruniat put 11.cations, details nrjcaon. in 
addition to art 1 cl*9 written by Aregeloh and Sofalma, ’Welch receive* *»terlil 
fresr y. B _« a former amber of tba staff of the 1st* U* S* Senator 

flo9eot. P cC ar u y, a ib«ct enoYor ■ Jjknera 1. CAR (retired) and frequently 

receives aaten a*' drTli* Tiv. 5, Be ns tor Barry Goldwater. Soon# 

believes that Kattrcvs la on Welch's * •'■i. 


w-lch edits all utorial appearing In the nagaaloo and writes eanj 
articles Mrsaelf* Ir. addition to the ■araaino, Milch published many ppsprlet: 
which are distributed free and sold through ndvertisoffionts In Ameri can Q-ir.tr 
Bour-e can re-all tvc^JJ^ro^^o^^ge^^^^B^^Aaeociatlon^aMf^^^Peo^e 

Wf!^eTc^cp!W&s paaphlet* Jho Welch pamphlet does not ladicat* ite 
source* • 1 *- r 


oa are also divided 


W^^Tsta arei John Kennedy, Oenerel of the Amies Oeorge C. 
Kar shall, deceased, forser President Harry S* Trwaan ard Franklin L‘. f'ociete 
as wall as the United States Supreme Court and the American Bar Aaa.'cia* ion. 


t 

'I* 

i 

i 

t 

i 

t 

t 


L 


The material for these files is selected, by Welch, fro« pevr;i er? 
and material received frew various sources, to include ’subscriptions to 
inx.urerable newspapers, both domestic and foreign* ft.large sejner.t of the 
fill? is devoted to antl-Cowur.ist organisations and pars'.'nalities r>ch as: 

J, Fdgar Hoover, Herbert Hoover, Herbert Philljrick and Conrad Ad eraser,_ 

Welch oses the files for research material when areparing a ap'.ecfc or vr.:. , 
a t. article. 

(Tact it. .**' 


::r*"*y~ r, n 


■ o* v* u\ «*a 


4 Of aepfjfl (i A£ryUl* 

■AW blMMM 


Ir.-it! , lOHh Civ rtup 
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fc fifflcT WL V , tN^Pv fAlVr 


be’ •* nt 




l, 5W r. r 


>Ff> f rflLCF, is'GOf PORATSI>, la iMilkid fro* cootrlbailotf*. 

• olioitlnf funds fro* acquaintance• throofhOarl U* nation,''. , 
by talnnone, to u>iil hi* t© caiUl the co*irur alalt *f Khfuf^ ^ ~ 

"nited *• a'•«»«*.* ne bad rteeieed 

UOO # r>;*'. Tilt m t »*a apent try ine pomltta* Agalaat SrawLlt _ 

■Jt tci . * not entirely by Welch, la c»n-naXf~RAr<£~tik 3 Pt»aBa*d^'VjTY&. J?;y 

y .eh. o: s c.r*.r ■**(> *;»nt U Ml-pa^a navapapar e<h*ertlea**ata a^itatlni - , ; 

ipainst the v. *■ :f IChroahohrr and uffinj tha public to COCrtRat their 


Welch racaiVad *0017 fro* hia brother, name jafcBcwfcg,r,.v« 
vi f 5 •■». Welch Candy Cc*pany f ttlO Kaln Streat, Cabridc*. ygg £Wr 

•? M tv . "\ 2 .• ■ “._4W*?v3r 


__ 

Weloh left tha bjuineae Jaat prtar^ ^^? 
to v t»- :»ry i f. f , t*e* ,?e of h}a brother '» inaiiter.ee that he not (at the "%y ’ 

randy -■ nrol^e! ir hi I anLi-Coar-uni «t activities. At tha a«M tl** / “ 

: *W wa; to t . ty t * ft braher, to oetahliah a bank account ©operate fro* 

■na: n* ned In 'ha 'ire of U*t candy corspaoy. - '"-tci* 

“ ‘ ■ ' - i*«5 
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(C:rim5KTf) 0» It Doombar 1^59, Um niM *f Um Ivd.(r«il«B 
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(UCAJ AZWC1K5) The filet of 
eono*nlA< 


Um folIwdEtf mMiH Mr* matted 


18 

lB 


1959 

19 r 9 


XiiHahmtte lov4 of fnteilM, 
•oeton, HaooaatmOOtW 


Vuroen of Xdentlftcatlon, 

?oo*on. 


fcOOCrCTV^t Tha fliawehaMti^ Board of Probation 14 • central 
ropo ■ i u>ry for *11 m e r it of erreet ohiah rooult la oc n riot Lon In tbo 
of ^uoMhoootts. Boccras of arraato for IrurJteivteaa and mm oinor Woffle 
▼Lolatlooa rtleh do aot rorilt lr ooiwirtlon ora recorded for mrt reference* 
Maaaacimi svtt* law fgrtinda tbo diaelonra of ureet or camiartiec r ate rA a for 
nffo oo ea conaittoJ prior to an lacirldual'a eoronteenth tirtbdaj-. 


1th 


JOHN T. CO‘ , 5E T 7, J?., 10@Ul CIC 


fim yi i »uu» *"-■ 
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